
The Children’s Center at Caltech
WELCOMING FAMILIES BACK



The Children’s Center at Caltech decided to close its doors on March 17,
2020 to keep in line with COVID-19 orders from the Los Angeles County
Office of Education, and the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health.
We are committed to protecting the health and safety of the entire CCC
Community and we believe that by acting immediately, we contributed to
the critical national effort to slow the growth of new cases in the larger
community and beyond.
During closure, we provided regular updates to families regarding
resources, staff updates, and reopening possibilities. We alleviated
financial burden from our families by choosing to refund tuition fees from
March and to not charge tuition during the duration of our closure.



Staff

Our staff continued to work from home for 8 and a half weeks while
receiving full salary and benefits.

We addressed their concerns and needs by sending out a review of their
individual home situations and thoughts about returning to work.





Families

Each class stayed connected with their children through weekly 
Zoom meetings, music time with Dayita, and video recordings of 
various age-appropriate activities.

A weekly home curriculum was also provided for families related 
to their concepts.



The teachers had the challenge of 
providing STEM-based activities 

using common things families would 
have at home.

Here we see two engineering projects,
a boat and a fort.

A mathematic activity of measuring how 
many feet long our parents are.

A science activity combining measurement, 
solids and liquids, and chemical reactions



These activities were designed for every class, every age, and every 
personality.



Families

We addressed family needs by sending out an inquiry 
of essentials workers and their child care needs.
We provided a presentation detailing all the new 
expectations and procedures for our reopening in 
accordance with guidelines and requirements set 
forth by licensing, local and state public health 
authorities, and the CDC.
A webinar hosted by Susan was held to answer any 
questions and concerns families may have. The 
webinar had over 100 of our families attend.
Families who were not sure about returning felt 
more comfortable once they heard from us on our 
webinar.



AFTER 8 WEEKS OF QUARANTINE,

ON MAY 18TH, WE WELCOMED OUR STAFF BACK TO THE CENTER.

WE DISTRIBUTED MASKS,  FACE SHIELDS,  AND SMOCKS AND PROVIDED LUNCH FOR EVERYONE.



This gave them two weeks, without children, to get ready and prepare their classrooms.



It took a village. 
Here we see a parent, 
the Caltech Grounds 

crew, and Susan.





Teachers have found creative ways to create distance.





The activities are the same, but now the space 
communicates to the children that they can have their 

own space to play in.





We have prepared for each child to have their own 
individual art supplies to limit cross contamination, 

but not to limit their creativity.







Our music 
teacher, Dayita, 

prepared 
individual music 

bags that are age 
appropriate for 

each child.

Music instruction 
will be conducted 

virtually by 
projecting 

familiar favorites 
in each classroom.



Sewing has long been 
a tradition in the 

preschool classrooms. 
Since projects can 
take time, children 
can work on their 

creation and set them 
aside in their 

personalized bags 
until they are ready 

to continue at a later 
time.



Clay is a wonderful stress-reliever. The engineering design process can be seen in each 
individual sculpture. 

Each creation can be imagined, planned, created, and improved.



It wouldn’t be 
the CCC 
without 
science.



Our outdoor Science Lab is conducive to good health by providing fresh air.



Literacy isn’t limited to inside. 

Here we can see our outdoor environment.



Our curriculum inside is also reflected outside.



Our large yards will be a welcome sight to children who have spent many hours, days, and 
weeks in their homes.









Some things will feel and look different.

And some things will look and feel the same.

We‘ve missed you and we are looking forward 
to seeing you soon.

Fondly,
Susan, 
the staff
and teachers 
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